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whom the Radical leader, after more than thirty years' helpful   CHAP,
activity amongst them, had learned to know in the grain. On vJEE^Hl
social questions, Gladstone was still a man of Peel's day; he ^T*49>
could not conceive that "construction", as he put it with some
disparagement, was bound inevitably to become the increasing
demand of the working classes whom he himself had now made
dominant; and indeed would be necessitated by the changing
conditions of human life in the machine-age. The Prime Minister
with evident reference to Chamberlain and his speeches made
other notes on the margin: "From various symptoms it is not
improbable there may be a plan or intention to break up the
party" (January 22).a Again he writes (January 31) to Granville:

I think these declarations by Chamberlain upon matters which, cannot,
humanly speaking, become practical before tlie next Parliament, can
hardly be construed otherwise than as having a remote and (in that
sense) far-sighted purpose which is ominous enough . . . there is here a
degree of method and system which seem to give the matter a new
character.2

But also Gladstone felt for the jfirst time that a member of his
Cabinet had made a popular appeal not only independent of
the Prime Minister but challenging to his proper authority. Im-
perious veterans, often weary when their position is not con-
tested, are apt to recover tenacious intent when a young colleague
seems to appear openly as a successor. This episode must have
played its part in deciding this great man of the past generation
still possessing supreme resources to reassert his sovereignty.
Though he knew his own powers he much underrated the rising
man whose force he might check but would not vanquish.

xn
Through nearly two months more, domestic interests were
overshadowed by the crises in Imperial and foreign affairs. These
events played their part not less than democratic agitation in
moulding the future issues properly belonging to this narrative.
For weeks the nation and Greater Britain were torn by the
1 To Granville, January 22, 1885,    iii. p. 171.
pited in Morley's Life of Gladstone, vol.        2 Ibid., January 31, p. 174.